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Measures to Strengthen the Capability of
Municipal Health Care Institutions

Cho, Seung-yeon

(Incheon Medical Center)

Since the introduction of modern medicine, Korea's health care has been established
around private hospitals and has developed into a profit-oriented medical system, and public
medical institutions have remained in charge of unmet medical care that the private sector is
not interested in due to low profits. Korea is now set to become the world's 10th-largest
economy, but the weak public side of its health care system makes it difficult to narrow
health care gaps between regions, classes and sectors. The government is making efforts to
bring public health care to the center of national health care through fair provision of
essential medical services, but municipal health care institutions, which are key means, are
very vulnerable in many sectors. Increasing the number, reinforcing the size and facilities,
and securing sufficient medical personnel for Municipal regional medical centers to serve as
a proper regional responsible medical institution will be an urgent task and an indicator of
performance for the normalization of public health care that will lead to balanced regional

development.
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