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Adverse Drug Reaction Management
in Older Adults and Its Implications

Park, Eunja

(Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs)

We take medications expecting them to work as intended, but negative side effects
come about at times, which can affect health and may require additional medical
services. In the 2023 Korea Health Panel Survey, about 2 percent of adults aged 19 and
older reported experiencing drug side effects in the year preceding the survey. Among
those without major chronic conditions, 1.35 percent reported having experienced such
side effects. The prevalence was 2.64 percent for those with one chronic condition, and
2.67 percent for those with two or more chronic conditions. Of those who reported
having had unwanted side effects, an estimated 64.2 percent have, on account of these
harms, used inpatient, emergency, or outpatient medical services. The government has
recently launched pilot projects aimed at controlling duplicate medication use among
individuals on polypharmacy regimens. Given the aging of the population, the need is
apparent to make further policy efforts in earnest to promote rational medication use and

reduce adverse drug effects.





